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Information Bites…
Bite sized chunks of information for families
that include a member with a disability

Guardianship in the Northwest Territories

What is guardianship?
Guardianship means that a judge can appoint someone to make decisions for another person. The
guardian is usually a family member or close friend, but could be the Public Guardian.
Who may need a guardian?
Some adults need help looking after themselves or making decisions about his or her care. A judge
can appoint a guardian to help these people make legal decisions about their personal and health care
needs. People who may need a guardian can include, but is certainly not limited to, people with
intellectual disabilities.
Who decides that a person needs a guardian?
Any individuals who may have concerns about the ability of an adult (18 years and over) to make
decisions about their personal or health care needs can bring an application to the Supreme Court of
the NWT with the help of a lawyer or the Public Guardian.
A judge from the Supreme Court of the NWT reviews the guardianship application, which contains
an assessment report. Based on this information, the judge decides whether the person is able to
make decisions and take care of himself or herself. The judge may appoint a guardian or decide that
the person doesn’t need one.
What kind of decisions does the guardian make?
If the judge grants an order, the order will give powers to the guardian to decide such things as:
• where the person will live;
• where and how long they will work;
• what they do in their spare time;

• whether they need education or training;
• what type of health care they need; or
• anything about daily life.

Sometimes the person can make some decisions. In those cases, the judge won’t include those
powers in the guardianship order so the individual can make those decisions on his or her own. The
guardian speaks out for the person, is their advocate and gives him or her advice. The guardian’s
decisions should be, where possible, the same as what the person would want to do if they could
make the decisions. The guardian can’t make decisions about money. Those decisions are made by a
Trustee, if the person cannot manage his or her money.
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Who can be a guardian?
The guardian is usually a family member or friend. The judge must agree that guardianship is best
for the person. If the person doesn’t have a family member or friend who wants to be a guardian, or
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