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1.

How	It	Started
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I	started	guiding	in	1978.

I	was	23.
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I	was	the	first	female	guide	in	the

Northwest	Territories.
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This	is	Arctic	Star	Lodge.
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It	was	in	the	East	Arm	of	Great	Slave

Lake,	in	the	Northwest	Territories.

Source:	Environment	Canada,	1974	Creel	Census	Data	from	Sport	Fishing

Lodges	on	Great	Bear	and	Great	Slave	Lakes,	Northwest	Territories.



	6	

It	was	the	best	lodge.

We	all	had	fun.
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I	started	as	a	dishwasher	and	a

laundry	girl.

But	I	wanted	to	guide.

I	fell	in	love	with	the	land.
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So	Al	Simon	taught	me	how	to	guide.

He	said,	“You	will	be	number	one

guide.”

And	I	did.

And	I	am	proud	of	it.
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2.

The	People
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This	is	the	chef	of	the	lodge.

His	name	is	Jerry.

He	taught	me	everything.
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This	is	a	friend	of	mine.

Her	name	is	Izzie.

She	is	a	housekeeper	and	a	waitress.
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This	is	the	staff	of	the	lodge.	They	are

in	the	rec	hall.
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This	is	me	and	my	uncle	Ernest

Boushie.

He	wants	us	to	call	him	Narcisse.

We	call	him	Grandpa.
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This	is	my	sister	Doreen	and	myself.

We	are	cooking	shore	lunch.
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This	is	my	boss.

His	name	is	John	Sheraton.

He	owns	Arctic	Star	Lodge.



	16	

This	is	a	pilot.

We	call	him	Pockets.

He	always	has	his	hands	in	his

pockets.

Look	at	the	picture!
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This	is	Joanne.

She	wants	me	to	teach	her	how	to	filet

fish.

She	bugged	me	for	two	months!
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This	is	the	time	when	Joanne	was

bugging	me	to	teach	her	how	to	filet

fish.

She	was	saying,	“Pretty	please!”

So	I	did.

She	was	very	happy.
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3.

Benny’s	Bay
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This	is	Benny’s	Bay	in	Great	Slave

Lake.

This	is	where	the	girls	like	going

swimming.

They	like	to	pick	blueberries	here.
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These	are	the	girls	from	the	lodge.

They	are	hard	working	girls.

They	went	swimming	in	Benny’s	Bay.

They	just	about	froze!

This	was	July	23,	1980.
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I	am	filleting	fish	for	the	hard	working

girls	for	shore	lunch.

It’s	lots	of	fun.	
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This	is	the	shore	lunch	for	the	hard

working	girls.

It	is	trout,	potatoes,	onions,	ketchup,

butter,	salt	and	pepper.
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The	girls	can’t	wait	for	shore	lunch	to

cook.



	25	

4.

The	Fish
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This	is	the	first	fish	I	caught.

I	caught	it	after	two	hours.
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That	was	me	and	my	two	trout.	One

was	22	pounds	and	the	other	one	was

17	pounds.

Look	how	long	they	are!



	28	

This	is	the	fish	that	me	and	my	cousin

Dorothy	caught.

Then	the	boys	jumped	in!

“We	are	models,”	that’s	what	they

always	say.
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This	is	my	cousin	Dorothy.

We	are	going	fishing.
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We	are	going	to	Benny’s	Bay.

This	is	the	biggest	fish	we	caught!
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This	is	my	biggest	trophy	fish!
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The	lodge	was	like	summer	holidays

for	us	guides.

It	was	a	lot	of	fun.

We	all	had	a	great	time.
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It	was	kind	of	sad	when	we	had	to	say

goodbye	to	our	friends.

But	it’s	good	to	dream	about	it.

I	still	do	to	this	day.
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